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A Forgotten Natural Wonder,
A Community Planning Process

by the Virginia Key Public Planning Coalition
with City of Miami Planning Department



Virginia Key Public Planning Coalitior

Urban Environment League

University of Miami School of
Architecture

Dade Heritage Trust
Friends of Miami Marine Stadium
Villagers

National Trust for Historic
Preservation

World Monument Fund
DOCOMOMO

Virginia Key Beach Park Trust
Miami Neighborhoods United

Dade County History Museum

Tropical Audubon Society

Sierra Club

Urban Paradise Guild

Miami Rowing Club

Miami International Triathlon

Speedboat Racing Association of
America

Dragon Boat Racing Association

Swim Gym

Rusty Pelican

Friends of Virginia Key
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And Partnered With
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A City of Miami Planning Department

A Miami Dade County DERM

A Miami Dade County Public Works Department
A Miami Dade County Transportation
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Why are we here?

A In Oct 2009 City Commission voted to delay the approval
of the Virginia Key Master Plan to allow for additional
community input.

A After numerous public meetings (three workshops) and
at least a dozen working sessioras well as consultation
and collaboration with Planning Staff and ggvernment
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“Yet we face a unique
challenge to bring
nature and the city
together on this island.
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_ lan for Virginia Key
showing the value of a more coherent public process that
== has included the hard work of many people in this room -
~ both public officials and concerned residents. We thank you.




Enduring Themes and Features of Va Ke

w Education and research related to the
natural world

w Recreation and leisure spaces In the
water and on land

w Historical interpretation of the island
and preservation of key sites: VK
Beach, Marine Stadium, natural areas

w Preservation and enhancement of
nature



WHAT IS UNIQUE ABOUT ITS SETTING?

BISCAYNE BAY
AQUATIC PRESERVE

VIRGINIA KEY

BISCAYNE BAY
NATIONAL PARK

VIRGINIA KEY:
@ o UEL MIAMI MARINE PARK



http://www.miami.edu/

How BIG IS VIRGINIA KEY?

VIRGINIA KEY: 1300 ACRES, 700 ACRES SUBMERGED, TOTAL ACREAGE 2000
CENTRAL PARK: 840ACRES

VIRGINIA KEY:
@ aa UEL MIAMI MARINE PARK



http://www.miami.edu/

Deed Restrictions:
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for Public Purposes
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or it reverts to the county. (Nblotels Recommended for
the Island!)
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LEGEND:
- Marine Stadium Basin Properties
- Historic Virginia Key Beach Park Site
- North Point
- Old Landfill
- Beach and Hammock
- ShrimpersAf Lagoon and Treatment Plant
- Critical wWildlife and Conservation Area
- Miami-Dade County FProperty, Seaquarium and UM Rosentiel School




Bill SadowskCritical Wildlife Area

A Extremely sensitive preserve, endangered
marine life mating, etc.

A Bird rookery

A Recommendations: Improve the level of
sighage and buoy markers to ensure
protection against intruders into this sensitive
natural area.



BILL SADOWSKI PRESERVE

CRITICAL WILDLIFE AREA

BILL SADOWSKI PRESERVE/CRITICAL WILDLIFE AREA

FARK.

MANGROVE

HAMMOCKS

PROPOSAL
IMPROVE SIGNAGE

PROVIDE RESTING POINT
FOR BIRDS.

EDUCATIONAL PURPOSE

REGULATORY BUOY
9 inches dlameter
whie

Avaehmento f [ e nasna

BUOYS. BOATS-OUT TYPE
MUST BE PLACED AT INTERVALS NOT
MORE THAN 75’ APART TO IMPROVE
SIGNAGE.

FAUNA
SEA TURTLE
MANATEE

BLACK HAWK




wildlife watch

VIRGINIA KEY
CONSENSUS
MASTER PLAN

Bill Sadowski
Critical Wildlife Area:

Environmental

Educational
Trails

JULY 2010
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EVENT ENTRANCE

BRIDGE/GATE

BIKE TRAIL

WETLAND

NATURE TRAIL

WETLAND FOREST

EVENT MEADOW

NEW PICNIC SHELTER
PLANT LORE GARDEN 559

4 MINITRAIN TRACK —

BRIDGE
MANGROVES
$LAKE -
4+ MINITRAIN TUNNEL
4 MINITRAIN STATION _
PARK OFFICE -
WATER PLAY
4 ENTRANCE ROAD ...
S PICNIC SHELTER,
TRAIL HEAD

BEACH PAVILION

~ SWIMMING BEACH

COASTAL STRAND

SHORELINE PICNIC GROVE
“HAMMOCK
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PICNIC SHELTERS %
- RESTROOM 4
e HC PARKING %

CABANAS &

y 2
Arnm«uon
HC PARKING

—SOLAR GATEWAY

~ SHORELINE PROMENADE

MEMORIAL GROVE

4+ HISTORIC FEATURE

GARDEN COURT
CULTURAL CENTER
~ MAIN ENTRANCE GATE

PLAYGROUND

VIRGINIA KEY BEACH PARK
MASTER SITE PLAN




The late great Athalie Range and
others fought too hard to preserve this
historic beach. It should not be

dominated by inappropriate uses.

Deed restrictions would be violated.
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A Historic contribution to the diversity of
our community.

A Crucial civil rights history happened
here. To be honored in a museum.

A Protection of the Virginia Key Trust is




Planning & The Public Process
How did we get here in 20107?

A 2006, City of Miami gives gahead to EDSA
for a master plan of the island.

A 2007, First UEL sponsored public workshop to
obtain public input.

AnnntX 95{! W KIFNNBGGS
300 people attended; one of the largest such
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ASTAKEHOLDER INTERVIEW PROCESS,
January 18-22, 2007

APUBLIC MEETING #1: SITE INVENTORY AND
ANALYSIS, (RSMAS)
March 29, 2007

APUBLIC MEETING #2: COMMUNITY WORKSHOP
AND CONSENSUS BUILDING,(LaSalle)
June 20, 2007

APUBLIC MEETING #3: PRELIMINARY MASTER
PLANNING,
August 26, 2008

APUBLIC MEETING #4: VIRGINIA KEY MASTER
PLAN, (City Hall)
May 20, 2009

AWATERFRONT ADVISORY BOARD,
June 9, 2009

APLANNING ADVISORY BOARD,
June 17, 2009

AUEL DESIGN WORKSHOP
September 27, 2009

AWATERFRONT ADVISORY BOARD,
October 5, 2009
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ACITY COMMISSION
October 8, 2009




UEL Design Workshop Sept 27, 200¢
Recommendations:

. Welcome Center within -~
Marine Stadium Park Area % Jw

. Multi-jurisdictional
authority over island EN

. Transportation: Connectivity |

. Balance fiscal and e -
environmental sustainabilityss




Vision For Virginia Key From UEL
Workshop Sept 27, 2009

A An Accessible Place of Recreation, Heritage, and
Natural Conservation

A Complete public access to waterfront

A Sustainable principles: healthy activity, low carbon
footprint

A No overnight accommodations (eco camping allowed)
and expand eating and public facilities and recreationa
activities.

A Enhance public amenities, transportation

A Integrate Thematic Linkages: Heritage, Recreation,
Environmental Education, and Conservation of Natural
Resources



WhatDoes the Communitilot want the
Island to be?

w Hotels, condos and shopping centers
wOverbuilding
wEncroachment into natural areas

wlinsensitive stewardship of cultural/historic
sites



Detailed Workshop Recommendations

1. Create a Welcome and Orientation Center

A ocated at or near the Marine Stadium
(possible relationship with National Park
Service)

AThematic integration of the Island
AEducation, research, recreation, natural
areas, cultural memory, entertainment,
food, water sports

Ant,roduction to island transportation system
Alram schedule, show nearby locations
for bicycle rentals; where to rent kayaks



2. Follow historic legal agreements and establis|
a Controlling Authority

wCounty and State deed restrictions should
be followed.

wLong term: A mulfjurisdictional Virginia
Key Governing Board should be created to
guide the future uses of the island and
devise an equitable business plan for all
elements of the Master Plan.




3. Transportation: Connectivity
and Sustainability

wCompliment use of cars on the island with
more public transportation to mainland

wNeed for some sort of island tram
wAddress the problem of sea level rise
wCauseway as scenic byway
wEnhance view corridors

w Environmentally sensitive water taxi system
need manatee protection



TRANSPORTATIO® THEISLAND
BASE ONENVIRONMENTAIONDITIONSNALYSIS

Wl ., UEL VIRGINIA KEY:

MIAMI MARINE PARK




